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Ideological Discrepancy in Media Coverage on ROK-China
Controversy: Comparative Analysis on China’s Northeast
Project and the THAAD Deployment

Youngduk Jang*

ABSTRACT

This paper investigates South Korean media's coverage on issues
related to China’s Northeast Project and the THAAD installment. By
paying special attention to media’s divergent angle stemming from
domestic political factors, it aims at understanding the role played by
media and its framing in the development of and changes in Sino-ROK
relations. The findings can be briefly summarized as follows. Chosun
Ilbo strongly condemned China’s Northeast Project, while depicting it
from security and political perspective. Its censorious tone is deemed
as an attempt to rally conservatives by reinforcing anti-China
sentiment. By contrast, The Hankyoreh, albeit also critical, took a
relatively moderate stance toward the project. The moderate stance
is perhaps because of the fact that China’'s role is especially decisive
in solving North Korean nuclear problem, which has a close linkage
with inter-Korean cooperation, a core issue of a policy line of liberalist
camp. With regard to the THAAD deployment, Chosun Ilbo endorsed
the installment of the THAAD and criticized China’s opposition and
economic retaliation. The newspaper, supporting to strengthen
U.S.-ROK alliance, encouraged anti-China sentiment in order to
accomplish conservative camp’s political end. On the contrary, The
Hankyoreh strongly denounced the Park Geun-hye administration’s
decision to deploy the THAAD. It can be interpreted as an endeavor
to foster public sentiment favorable to mending fences with China in
order to accomplish liberalist camp’s political goal of inter-Korean
cooperation.

Keywords : Sino-ROK Relations, Media Partisanship, Northeast History
Project, THAAD, Domestic Political Factors
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